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The first benefit gala ball in The Cleveland 
Museum of Art's 79-year history will be held at the museum 
Saturday, July 15, 1995. 

"A Night of Knights" will raise funds to keep the 
museum free and open to the public. One of the top five 
in the U. S., the Cleveland Museum is one of the few in America 
to maintain free admission, except for some special exhibitions. 

On a medieval theme, the black-tie event promises 
to be one of the most exciting of the year with glorious 
decor, sumptous food, continuous merriment from the days 
of knighthood and dancing to one of the country's top bands 
at the museum's own magnificent home. 


It begins at 7:30 with cocktails and hors d'oeuvres 
in the grand spaces of the Armor and Garden Courts. There 


an expected 1000 guests will mingle beneath priceless 
medieval tapestries in the company of a splendid 16th-Century 
horse and rider in parade armor from which the party takes 
its theme. 
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The Cleveland Museum of Art 
"A Night of Knights" 

A trumpet fanfare at 8:30 will signal the Knights 
of the Round Table to escort the party to a "Crystal Castle" 
for dinner and dancing under the stars to the Lester Lanin 
Orchestra from New York. The 200-by-60-foot clear tent will 
be set up on the museum's South Terrace above the broad 
expanse of lawn sweeping to the Wade Park Lagoon. 

Inside, the tent will be decorated for a jousting 
tournament with shimmering ribbons in jewel tones arching 
from the ceiling and large heraldic banners emblazoned with 
English coats of arms flying from tent poles. Tables will 
be draped in tapestry and centered with tall silver 
candelabra twined with English garden flowers. 

The benefit is being coordinated by the museum's 
Women's Council with Mrs. Donald (Helen) Cherry and Mrs. 
Henry (Pat) Brownell, co-chairpersons. Mrs. Alfred 
(Maggy) Woodcock currently heads the 500-member Council. 

Tickets are $250, $500 and $1000 per person. 
Big-ticket buyers are invited to a special reception with 
Dr. Robert P. Bergman, museum director. They also will 
receive a pin -- a knight astride his horse in gold over 
silver with red enamel flag -- designed by Marsha Brayton 
Everett, Cleveland artist and Council member. 
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